Sherrine’s Music Studio

Goals and Policies

Fundamental Goal

· To create an environment where students routinely acquire and retain music as a lifelong companion:

~To experience playing as a natural self-expression.

~To have the ability to play a huge repertoire covering a vast array of musical styles.

~To have the ability to self-generate, i.e. the ability to progress independently. This includes developing a strong foundation in music reading and theory.

~To have a highly positive, self-affirming experience throughout the music learning process.

Parent’s Role  
· Provide an instrument that is in good condition.



Recommended tuner:  Scott Oliver  Phone:  453-4780  

·  Ensure that all assignments are completed in the week between classes and that the playlist is checked during   practice.  (not during lesson)
· Meet financial commitments by the end of the month for the following month.

· Support and encourage your child’s or your own progress by attending lessons.

· Commit to a long-term relationship with piano lessons and structured pract[image: image1.png]&
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ice at home.

Student’s Role

· Maintain your playlist.

· Follow the teacher’s instructions carefully.

· Practice 15–20 minutes per day, 5–6 days per week.

· Commit to a long-term relationship with piano lessons.

· Be courteous and respectful to everyone present in class.

· No food, drink, or gum during lessons.

Lesson Time, Location and Schedule

· Shared lessons are 35 – 50 minutes, depending on the number of students.

35 minutes for 2 students

40 minutes for 3 students

45 minutes for 4 students

· Shared lessons are offered Tuesday through Saturday at 6906 Highland Blvd.

· Lessons will be offered on a year-round basis with six one-week holidays/vacations.

Practice

· It is vitally important that the student practices on the same day of the lesson to reinforce what was learned.

· The playlist must be kept alive, marked daily and turned in at each lesson.  Parents are accountable for ensuring this happens if the student is not an adult.
· The student home materials must be utilized as directed by your teacher.  

Goals and Policies

Tuition and Materials Fees

· Monthly tuition for shared lessons is $85.00.  This is a flat monthly fee which covers payment of 46 lessons per year, prorated evenly over 12 months.  Accordingly, the fee remains the same regardless of whether there are 3, 4, or 5 lessons in any given month.
· Student Home Materials cost is $42.50 per level for the foundation program.
Supplemental programs begin in Level 2.  The cost varies depending upon the program, but will not exceed               $26.00
· Tuition and fees are due on the last lesson of each month for the following month.  If paid past the 1st of the month, a $10 late fee will be added. 
· A payment reminder will be issued mid-month for upcoming fees due.

· Please make checks payable to Sherrine Fossler.

· On the occasion that a student needs an extra private lesson, a $25 fee will be charged for that session.
Referral Incentive:  Receive $50 for each person who enrolls at Sherrine’s Piano Studio!
Holidays and Vacations

· I observe the following holidays or vacations; no lessons will be held during the week in which the holiday falls:

Thanksgiving

Christmas

Spring Break (date will be announced)

Independence Day

2 vacation weeks per year.  I will inform you of scheduled vacation dates.  

· Tuition for the months in which these fall is the regular rate.  


Note:  tuition is also the same in months where 5 weeks of lessons occur.

· There are two options available for your own vacation absences:

1- Paying tuition to reserve your regular time slot.

2- Discontinuing classes temporarily and re-enrolling with the appropriate level and available time slot.  A class may not be immediately available upon your return.  
Missed Lessons
If you must miss a lesson:

· It is the responsibility of the student or parent to contact a classmate or teacher for class notes and clarification of assignments.  E-mail addresses and/or phone numbers should be exchanged during class for this purpose.
· You may attend another group session designated by Mrs. Fossler.
· Alternatively, two extra make-up sessions per month will be offered.  This is a combined, not a private session, and is open to all students who wish to make up a missed lesson from the previous month.  As such, it will not necessarily cover the missed material.  The date of the make-up class will be announced at the beginning of each month.  You must pre-register for the make-up session.
· No credit will be provided for missed lessons.
Evaluation

· Parents will monitor their child’s progress weekly in class.
· Parents may call me any time to schedule a parent/teacher consultation.
· When a student advances to a new level, the Teacher Evaluation form must be completed (parent and student may complete this together).  The forms will be collected at the first lesson of the new level.
Goals and Policies
Performances

· Many opportunities are available for sharing your talents.  This gives the musician incentive to excel, play with confidence and have a self-affirming experience.

· Larger events are held twice annually to provide students with a different venue in which to share their talents.  These are fun, informal events which demonstrate different ways in which piano-playing skills can be enjoyed.

· Weekly classes also give students the opportunity to play for others, increasing their comfort and confidence levels, as well as providing a social setting in which to share music. 

Inclement Weather Policy

In the event that schools are closed due to the weather, my general policy is that my piano studio will remain open.   If you do not attend that day, the usual options are available for making up the lesson (see Make-up Lessons).   If the weather is severe, I may opt to cancel all classes, in which case you will be contacted prior to your lesson time.  In that case, I will schedule one extra make-up session, giving students three make-up options (attend a different group or attend one of the two make-up sessions).  No credit will be issued.

These policies require a cooperative effort between student, teacher, and parent (if student is a child).  I have read and agree to adhere to the goals and policies of Sherrine’s Piano Studio.

_______________________________________________



________________________

                 Parent Signature (if student is a child)
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_______________________________________________



________________________
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       Date
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Accredited Simply Music Teacher
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email        sherfoss@yahoo.com
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